Protecting Songwriters in the Age of AI Music Creation 

By Natalie Gillum, Vice President, Voices for Creators (VFC)
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The rise of AI in music creation has led to a necessary debate: how should songwriters and copyrighted material be protected from AI-generated content and software? While AI is an exciting new technology, the new tool raises concerns over the misuse of copyrighted work and the ability to duplicate any one songwriting style. 

The Issue: AI-Generated Music and Copyright Concerns 

AI software, such as Open AI’s Jukebox and Google’s Music LM, have the ability to create complete songs, melodies and lyrics quickly by essentially mimicking human thought. While these technological advancements are exciting, they blur the boundaries between copyright and creative compensation. If an AI model is trained on existing copyrighted music without proper licensing, who is given credit and who gets paid? 

Music organizations such as the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and the National Music Publishers’ Association (NMPA), have shared concerns about AI models training on copyrighted songs without permission. Without clear copyright protections surrounding the usage of copyrighted works for AI training purposes, songwriters risk losing their revenue stream to AI. 

Proposed Solutions: Advocating for Stronger Protections 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lawmakers and industry experts have recognized this gap in copyright law and are beginning to take action. The Human Artistry Campaign, a coalition of music and creative industry organizations, is advocating for ethical AI practices that seek to respect and hold space for human creations and creativity. Additionally, the Copyright Office has begun a study on AI and copyright. The study is aimed at finding effective ways to regulate AI-generated works. 

VFC supports these actions and encourages policymakers to create clearer guidelines to ensure that AI-generated music does not devalue the market for human creativity. Songwriters should receive proper compensation and credit when their work contributes to AI compositions in any capacity. 

What Must Be Done? 
Stronger Copyright Protections 

Legislation must be developed to require AI companies to obtain licenses before using copyrighted works for training. This will help ensure that songwriters, composers and producers are not exploited by generative AI. 

Transparency in AI-generated Music 

AI-generated content should be clearly identifiable. Labels need to be placed on AI-generated content in order to decipher between human and AI-made music. 

Fair Compensation Models 

Music industry professionals must develop royalty systems that find a workaround to compensate songwriters for AI models training on their work. Collaboration between labels and publishers is key in determining if a compensation agreement can be reached. This agreement would primarily exist in support of songwriters effected by or contributing their art to AI training. 

The Future of Music Must Be Fair 

Regardless of industry efforts, AI will nonetheless continue to impact the music industry as a whole, but this should not inhibit human creativity and the creation of human-authored works. At Voices for Creators, we are committed to ensuring that songwriters, composers and producers receive the recognition and compensation they deserve. By advocating for policy in favor of ethical AI, we are working on safeguarding the future of the music industry. 

What You Can Do

As a songwriter or a music lover, you can take action by: 
· Signing VFC petitions supporting copyright protections against AI training on IP
· Joining advocacy groups like the Human Artistry Campaign 
· Consider becoming a member of policy groups such as Voices for Creators
· Educate yourself and other creatives/music lovers on the impact of AI on copyright law 
· Read the RIAA’s stance on AI and copyright 
· Read the Copyright Office’s AI study


For More Info on VFC

Voices for Creators is a non-profit organization committed to advocating for the rights, recognition, and fair compensation of songwriters, composers, and music producers. VFC empowers songwriters by offering educational workshops and resources, working closely with policymakers for reforms in favor of creators, and providing networking opportunities for a more empowered community of creatives. Learn more about VFC at voicesforcreators.com. 

Follow VFC on social media for updates and opportunities to get involved! 
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