To: Maria Fontoura, Rolling Stone Deputy Editor
From: VFCVP@gmail.com
Subject: Songwriters Deserve More
Dear Maria Fontoura,  

Imagine writing a hit song and seeing barely any of the profits. This is the economic reality of many songwriters in the current streaming centric music industry. Streaming is the main mode of music consumption today but this has left creators struggling to earn a living as it takes about 350 streams to generate a singular dollar. Voices for Creators is a nonprofit organization committed to supporting songwriters, composers and producers as they navigate the industry. 

VFC empowers songwriters by offering educational workshops and resources, working closely with policymakers for reforms in favor of creators, and providing networking opportunities for a more empowered community of creatives. As royalty compensation through streaming has become a burgeoning topic in the music industry, we feel that the time is now to emphasize the livability of these writers’ wages and make our presence known.

We would love for Rolling Stone to hear from our CEO and board members about VFC’s mission and long-term goals. Would you be willing to have a conversation? I would be happy to arrange a time to connect you with some of our members and professionals who can offer more information. 
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Best, 
Natalie Gillum, Vice President
(615) 463-7596 | gillumvfc@gmail.com
voicesforcreators.com 




30 Second Elevator Pitch: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The writers behind your favorite songs are often the most undercompensated contributors in the streaming based music industry. Voices for Creators is a nonprofit organization founded to advocate for songwriters by providing resources and workshops to help them navigate their fast-paced careers. We also fight for policy reform in favor of our members to get their voices heard. Under the current model, it takes about 350 streams to earn a dollar as a songwriter. As this royalty compensation rate of streaming becomes a burgeoning topic in the music industry, we feel that the time is now to emphasize the livability of these writers’ wages and make our presence known. Would you consider featuring this topic and our organization in your next issue? We can connect you with VFC members and experts who can share their commentary and struggles earning a livable wage. 
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