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Good morning, all! 

I am honored to welcome you to Voices for Creators’ First Annual Music Industry Fair Pay Symposium. This event should not just be remembered as a gathering but as a movement towards the rights, recognition and fair compensation of songwriters across the country. 

Today we will get the opportunity to celebrate the unifying force of music, the voices that sustain it and the swift action that must be taken to ensure the industry’s survival against royalty allotments and new technologies that pose potential threats. 

Music is the core of our culture. It defines our experiences, brings people together and impacts generations. Songwriters, composers and producers put their time, talents and raw emotion into their work but are often forgotten and undervalued by the overall industry. Without these individuals and their time and talents we would not have the music that we love– this is what VFC is here for. 

We exist to change the narrative and ensure that those who create the music we cherish feel valued and supported in this industry. VFC is committed to making a lasting impact—but we cannot do it alone. We strive for change through advocacy for fair compensation, providing resources like legal advice and financial planning, and creating networking opportunities to empower our members. It takes a collective effort—one that involves creators, industry professionals, policymakers and music lovers. Together, we have the power to shape an industry that values the people who make it thrive.

The music industry has encountered massive change in the last two decades. We have had our work cut out for us, from the rise of Napster, to the switch from physical media, and now generative AI and streaming royalties. Streaming has already fundamentally changed how music is consumed, and the change from physical to streaming left many artists struggling to make a living. 

On many streaming platforms, it takes about 350 streams to generate a singular dollar. This means that a song with 1 million streams can result in just a few thousand dollars for the song’s writer. Meanwhile, record labels and big businesses are taking a significant cut of a song’s revenue, leaving creators to suffer. This is more than an industry issue—it’s a moral issue. 

If we value music, we must value its creators. If we fail to do so, we risk stifling creativity and discouraging the next generation of talent. Underpaying creators has long-term consequences, especially when the alternative is music written by machines. In other words, we cannot afford to lose the creativity and innovation songwriters bring to the table when human creativity itself is at risk. 

Fair pay isn’t just about a stable wage— it’s about recognition. The minds behind some of the greatest hits are unknown and undercompensated. Underpayment creates a difficult struggle for these creatives as they are doing a job they love but can barely afford their basic needs. It makes it harder for independent creators to break into the industry and nearly impossible for working-class songwriters and producers to sustain a career. If we want to preserve the future of music, we need to make sure that compensation reflects the true value of the creative mind behind the work. 

Fair pay is also about creative freedom. When creatives are financially stable, they have the freedom to take risks, push boundaries and create without the pressure of chasing commercial success at all costs. This is how groundbreaking music is made. This is how new genres, sounds and cultural movements come to fruition. 

The good news is that change is possible. In recent years, we’ve seen positive steps toward a more modernized and fair industry. The Music Modernization Act was a critical step in improving how royalties are collected and distributed—but there’s still work to be done. 

During this symposium, we’ll discuss key legislative efforts like the NO FAKES Act and the newly instated ELVIS Act, both of which aim to modernize the music industry’s compensation structures. We’ll explore how AI is impacting copyright and creative ownership—and how we can protect creators from exploitation in this new digital age. 

We’ll also focus on practical solutions. How can streaming platforms restructure their payout models to better reflect the value of songwriting and production? How can creators build leverage in contract negotiations? How can industry standards be updated to reflect the realities of today’s music market? This symposium is about more than just conversation—it’s about action. 

I encourage each of you to engage, connect and take the next step in advocating for a fairer music industry. Talk to your peers, reach out to policymakers and use your platforms to spread awareness. 

Your voice matters. Your work matters. Together, we can make a difference. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Change starts with us and it starts now.

Thank you.






